Effects of habu (Trimeresurus flavoviridis) venom on isolated and perfused hearts of rats.
Crude habu venom decreased coronary perfusion pressure and produced a small increase in myocardial tension of isolated and perfused rat hearts. Indomethacin infusion depressed the fall in perfusion pressure caused by the venom, without affecting the increase in tension. Heated venom decreased perfusion pressure, but did not increase myocardial tension. These results suggest that crude habu venom has coronary vasodilating and positive inotropic effects, possibly through actions of a phospholipase A2 and a heat-labile component, respectively.